The Dating Game: STEM Career Edition
Overview: This interactive game show format activity is a fun way to get students aware of STEM careers and engaged in considering aspects of these careers. A game show host (student) emcees and one bachelor and three bachelorettes (all students) participate. The bachelor is trying to find the bachelorette with the best STEM career, which only the student playing the part knows.  He will ask 3-5 questions of each of the participants, then make his decision about who to take on a “date”. The next round, a bachelorette has three bachelors to choose from. Before the end of each round, students have found out a lot about 3 different STEM careers – what the person makes, their background, what they wear to work, what they do during the day, etc.
Here are directions for doing The Dating Game with your Students:
1.  Materials: 
a. Dating Game displayed on projector through Power Point or as a screen saver  (See Power Point Slide).
b. Speakers to project the Dating Game theme song throughout game from file.
c. Costumes for host and participants (see below for details).
d. Printed out Fact Sheets (in this file or on STEM Career Awareness Website).
e. Printed out script for host of the game show.
f. Print out the question cards for the Bachelor/ette who is trying to find a date – preferably on card stock.
g. You will need 1 chair for the bachelor or bachelorette contestant looking for a date and 3 chairs for the bachelors or bachelorettes who are trying to get selected.
2. Preparation: 
a. Print out relevant career fact sheets for students to choose from. Go to https://sites.ced.ncsu.edu/stem-career-awareness/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2018/04/Fact-sheets.docx to print them out or choose from the individual fact sheets next to each career for various STEM fields at https://sites.ced.ncsu.edu/stem-career-awareness/resources/student-resources/.
b. Find some costumes that students can choose from to be contestants and the game show host. In the past, we have bought a sequined top from a place like Party City and a fake microphone and these stores also have Bachelor and Bachelorette sashes.  Students love to put on sunglasses, which also can be bought in bulk and inexpensively at a party store.  We also have brought in supplies that students might associate with a career, like a hard hat, lab coat, surgical mask, assorted hats, props like a stethoscope or a shovel or clipboard.  
c. Lay out all of the materials on a table on the side or back of the room and recruit students to play the parts as they enter class, for the first round.  You will either have one bachelor and three bachelorettes, or one bachelorette and three bachelors.
3. Play the Game
a. Play the music as students enter and display The Dating Game logo
b. The Emcee welcomes everyone to The Dating Game: STEM Career Edition using a fake microphone or a real one
c. The bachelor or bachelorette comes in and sits down and days hello.
d. The Three contestants come in and then each says hello to the b/b who is playing.
e. The Bachelor or bachelorette asks Bachelor/ette #1, #2, or #3 a question from the cards.
f. When the teacher thinks enough questions have been asked, he/she plays the music and the host asks the b/b for a decision. 
g. The people who are not chosen come down and share what they do for a living, and some of the details, one at a time.
h. Then the chosen person comes down and tells about his/her STEM job and then they announce where they are going on a date.
i. Then you can have subsequent rounds with new contestants. (It is good to pull the question cards for the ones that have already been asked to keep it more interesting.)
